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Discovering Literature: Restoration & 18th century 

Teachers’ Notes 

Curriculum subject 

English Literature 

Key Stage 

5 

Author or text  

John Milton, Paradise Lost  

Theme 

Crime and punishment in Paradise Lost  

Rationale 

Through exploring characterisation and setting in Paradise Lost, students 
will reflect on how transgressive actions and their consequences are 
presented, with particular reference to Books I, II, IX and X. Students will 
be encouraged to investigate how Milton presents disobedience and 
rebellion but will also be directed to consider how significant the 
behaviour of characters is in the aftermath of their transgressions. 
Looking at Milton’s own life and times, with a range of literary and artistic 
starting points, they will be encouraged to use their examination of 
punishment to interrogate William Blake’s assertion that ‘Milton was of the 
Devil’s party without knowing it’. 

  

http://www.bl.uk/restoration-18th-century-literature
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Content 

Primary sources from the website 

• John Martin’s illustrations for Paradise Lost (1827) 

• First illustrated edition of Paradise Lost, with Burgesse engravings 

• William Blake’s illustrations for Paradise Lost (1808) 

• William Strang’s illustrations for Paradise Lost (1896)  

• Illustration of the Fall from the Holkham Bible Picture Book  

Recommended reading from the website 

• Phillip Pullman’s introduction to Paradise Lost  

• Eve in Paradise Lost: poignancy and paradox by Sandra M Gilbert  

• The turbulent 17th century: Civil War, regicide, the Restoration and 
the Glorious Revolution by Matthew White 

External links 

• ‘Civil Wars of Ideas’, Norton Topics Online    

• Darkness Visible: a resource for studying Milton’s Paradise Lost 
(Cambridge University) 

• Citizen Milton (Bodleian Library, Oxford)  

Key questions 

• By structuring the epic to begin in Hell, how far does Milton manage 
to capture our imaginations with the dominant figure of Satan? 
What might we admire and what might we be wary of as Book II 
closes? 

• What are the main differences between Satan’s transgressions and 
subsequent punishments – and those of Adam and Eve?  

• Is it reasonable to assume that Milton had some pity for those 
characters that choose wrongly, if they choose freely? What was his 
personal experience of punishment and shame? 

• Is Milton really ‘of the Devil’s party without knowing it’? 

https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/john-martins-illustrations-for-paradise-lost-1827
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/first-illustrated-edition-of-paradise-lost-1688
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/william-blakes-illustrations-for-paradise-lost-1808
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/william-strangs-illustrations-for-paradise-lost-1896
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/holkham-bible-picture-book
https://www.bl.uk/restoration-18th-century-literature/articles/philip-pullmans-introduction-to-paradise-lost
https://www.bl.uk/restoration-18th-century-literature/articles/eve-in-miltons-paradise-lost-poignancy-and-paradox
https://www.bl.uk/restoration-18th-century-literature/articles/the-turbulent-17th-century-civil-war-regicide-the-restoration-and-the-glorious-revolution
https://www.wwnorton.com/college/english/nael/17century/topic_3/welcome.htm
http://darknessvisible.christs.cam.ac.uk/
http://www.cems.ox.ac.uk/citizenmilton/
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Activities 

Section A. ‘Of the Devil’s party…?’ Hell and Satan 

1. Look at John Martin’s illustrations of Pandemonium: use a SMART 
board or projector to zoom in on details. As a group, make a list of 
initial impressions to describe the setting. Next, view the plates for 
Book I from the first illustrated edition of Paradise Lost by Michael 
Burgesse. Keep noting down impressions and end with a look at 
William Blake’s ‘The Casting of the Rebel Angels into Hell’.  

Give out copies of the illustrations, including William Strang’s 
representation of Satan in Book I. Students should mount these on 
display boards, with accompanying matching quotations from Book 
I (ll. 571–730). 

2. Taking the displays as a starting point, each member of the group 
should commit initially to whether the presentation of Satan by 
Milton and subsequent artists is predominantly sympathetic or 
unsympathetic. Some members of the group should propose 
supporting statements while others play ‘devil’s advocate’ using the 
phrase ‘Yes, but…’ to explore the possible negative connotations of 
the depictions.  

3. Students should now read from Book IV ‘Sometimes towards Eden’ 
to ‘Thrice changed with ire, envy and despair’ (ll. 27–115). Mark 
or colour code the text with these three emotions, then try a 
dramatic reading, considering this part of the poem as a tragic 
soliloquy.  

4. Milton originally conceived of Paradise Lost as a play, and the epic 
has roots in medieval morality plays and Renaissance dramas such 
as Marlowe’s Dr Faustus.  

For more context view the Trinity College manuscript and Milton’s 
early notes on Paradise Lost as a five-act drama. Using your 
knowledge of this dramatic tradition, which crimes or sins is Satan 
guilty of by Book IV and how must he be punished? In what ways 
can Satan’s fall from grace be matched to other tragic literary 
figures you have studied? 

Section B. ‘Come forth the human pair…’: Adam and Eve 

1. Look at Blake’s ‘The Creation of Eve’ and read from Paradise Lost 
Book IX ‘Eve separate he spies…’ to ‘Of guile, of hate, of envy, of 
revenge…’ (ll. 424–466). Ask students to find the key differences 
between the corrupted figure of Satan and the still-innocent Eve.  

https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/john-martins-illustrations-for-paradise-lost-1827
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/first-illustrated-edition-of-paradise-lost-1688
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/william-blakes-illustrations-for-paradise-lost-1808
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/william-strangs-illustrations-for-paradise-lost-1896
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/john-miltons-early-notes-on-paradise-lost-as-a-play-c-1640
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/william-blakes-illustrations-for-paradise-lost-1808
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2. Now ask students to divide between the characters of Adam and 
Eve. Paraphrase the arguments used by both characters at the 
beginning of Book IX from ‘Adam, well may we labour…’ to ‘the 
more shall shame him his repulse’ (ll. 205–384). Deliver the 
paraphrased arguments in order with selected members of the 
group tracking lines of thought or inconsistencies. These should be 
used to formulate questions for further discussion, focussing on 
Eve’s potential transgressions. 

3. Read Sandra Gilbert’s article ‘Eve in Milton’s Paradise Lost: 
poignancy and paradox’. Using Gilbert’s analysis, consider what 
Eve’s ‘crimes’ or sins are. Divide the list into ‘Definitely’, ‘Possibly’ 
and ‘Mitigating circumstances’. 

Section C. ‘Because thou hast done this, thou art accursed…’: Expulsion and 
punishment 

1. Look at the Holkham Bible Picture Book illustration of the expulsion of 
Adam and Eve from Eden. Read the corresponding passages in 
Genesis (3:1–24; the King James version is echoed in Milton’s text), 
then view Blake’s ‘The Expulsion from Eden’.  

2. Using the images, make a list of the literal and metaphorical losses 
incurred by Adam and Eve. Are there any significant differences in 
the depiction of the expulsions, given their historical contexts? 

3. Investigate the apparent triumph of Satan, Sin and Death in the 
early part of Book X (ll. 235–409). The group should be encouraged 
to find different epic texts and films which contain moments when 
evil seems to prevail and goes unpunished. This could lead to an 
interesting exploration of epic structure. Does it seem that God has 
‘forgotten’ Satan? Find evidence in the text to suggest otherwise, 
but mark in the text how long it takes from the temptation to 
Satan’s subjugation later in Book X (ll. 459–577). 

4. In pairs, pick out the ten most powerful quotations in this section of 
the poem, then compare with other pairs. Using the most commonly 
chosen quotations, make a master list. Compare these to the work 
undertaken in Section A, Activity 1 on Satan. What conclusions can 
be drawn about the changes in Satan’s character over the ten 
books? 

5. Read from Book X ‘then let us seek…’ to the end of Book X (ll. 
1028–1104). How do Adam and Eve, as sinners or ‘criminals’, 
compare with Satan? Alongside this, consider and make notes on 
the question that Phillip Pullman poses in his introduction to Paradise 
Lost: ‘Suppose the Fall should be celebrated and not deplored?’ 

https://www.bl.uk/restoration-18th-century-literature/articles/eve-in-miltons-paradise-lost-poignancy-and-paradox
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/holkham-bible-picture-book
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/william-blakes-illustrations-for-paradise-lost-1808
https://www.bl.uk/restoration-18th-century-literature/articles/philip-pullmans-introduction-to-paradise-lost
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Notes and comparisons could be compiled in an interactive 
document.  

6. To conclude this series of activities, hold a class debate on the 
overarching question: was ‘Milton of the Devil’s party without 
knowing it’? 

Extension activities: historical contexts 

• View the royal proclamation banning books by Milton and read the 
article on the Civil War and 17th-century politics. Use this material 
to prepare paired presentations on the connections between 
punishment in the poem and its historical context. 

• Students may wish to investigate the 1600s as a particularly 
punitive age using the British Library timeline entry for 1647 about 
witch-hunting as a starting point. Consider why the Puritans emerge 
from a history of bloodshed and violence. Reading or watching The 
Crucible by Arthur Miller may also be a useful extension and enable 
students to re-evaluate the depiction of Eve.  

• View this copy of Paradise Lost and read the section titled ‘Paradise 
Lost, the Romantic poets and Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein’ and 
investigate connections between the Romantic view of Satan and 
the inspiration for Mary Shelley’s creature in Frankenstein. How 
would Enlightenment views towards the figure of Satan differ from 
those of Milton’s own time? 

https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/royal-proclamation-banning-books-by-john-milton-13-august-1660
https://www.bl.uk/restoration-18th-century-literature/articles/the-turbulent-17th-century-civil-war-regicide-the-restoration-and-the-glorious-revolution
http://www.bl.uk/learning/timeline/item107868.html
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/john-milton-paradise-lost
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